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The Eskimos, Bears and Pandas are not Edmonton’s only “green and gold.” At the turn of the 

century, Edmonton’s expansive green river valley was crawling with Klondikers panning the 

North Saskatchewan River for gold. Men set up dredging operations to attempt to pull gold out 

of the river bed. Even Dominion officials were sent out to determine the worth of the gold. The 

Bulletin in 1901 reported about Fernando Wadsworth who was quoted as saying, “nowhere did I 

fail to find gold in paying quantities. Every bit of gravel I shovelled up and washed contained 

some of the color.”1 The North Saskatchewan proved a profitable area if one was determined. It 

was not as simple as it was for those in the north who were stumbling upon gold every where 

they went, but there was money to be made. As the Bulletin reported in May 1901, “the virgin 

bars were strangers to the pick and shovel and in many “pockets” along the river where for years 

the current had drifted the fine flake gold, miners struck good dirt and panned as high as $20 a 

day a piece.”2 With improvements to technique and machinery, men were able to pull as much as 

$50 per day out of the Saskatchewan. The river’s gold supply was substantial enough to keep 

some miners here permanently. Thomas Clover was passing through Edmonton in 1860 on his 

way to the Klondike gold rush when he decided to test his luck in the North Saskatchewan. One 

historian describes his success: “he became one of the most successful miners on the river, so 

much so that the long gravel bar where most of his gold came from became known as Clover’s 

                                                 
1 “Saskatchewan Gold,” in the Edmonton Bulletin, April 15, 1901. 
2 “Gold Dredging on the Saskatchewan,” in the Edmonton Bulletin, May 10, 1901. 



 

 

Bar.”3 While today we cheer for the various “green and gold” clad athletes in Edmonton, the 

city’s pioneers were cheering the river of green and gold for the wealth it provided.  

                                                 
3 Ken Tingley, Heart of the City: A History of Cloverdale from Gallagher Flats to Village in the Park, ed. Paul 
Bunner (Edmonton: Cloverdale Community League, 2005), 15. 


